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A new paper in Consciousness and Cognition is the first time View News's Profile

that a scientific explanation is attempted for this esoteric aura,

a supposed energy field of luminous radiation surrounding a person as a halo, which is
imperceptible to most human beings but healers claim they can detect. University of Granada
Department of Experimental Psychology researchers Oscar Iborra, Luis Pastor and Emilio Gomez
Mildn state, "Not all healers are synesthetes, but there is a higher prevalence of this
phenomenon among them. The same occurs among painters and artists, for example".

Credit: Shutterstock

For the paper, the researchers interviewed synesthetes like "Esteban Sanchez Casas", known as
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"El Santén de Baza", who claim to be able to see and heal the auras of people.

Some people attribute 'paranormal powers to El Santdn, such as his ability to see the aura of
people "but, in fact, it is a clear case of synesthesia", the researchers explain. El Santon
presents schizotypy (certain personality traits in healthy people involving slight paranoia and
delusions), face-color synesthesia (the brain region responsible for face recognition is associated
with the color-processing region); touch-mirror synesthesia (when the synesthete observes a
person who is being touched or is experiencing pain, s/he experiences the same) and high
empathy (the ability to feel what other person is feeling). "These capacities make synesthetes
have the ability to make people feel understood, and provide them with special emotion and pain
reading skills", the researchers explain.

In the light of the results obtained, the researchers remark the significant "placebo effect" that
healers have on people, "though some healers really have the ability to see people's auras and
feel the pain in others due to synesthesia". Some healers "have abilities and attitudes that make
them believe in their ability to heal other people, but it is actually a case of self-deception, as
synesthesia is not an extrasensory power, but a subjective and 'adorned' perception of reality",
the researchers state.

E.G. Mildana, O. Iborraa, M. Hochela, M.A. Rodriguez Artachoa, L.C. Delgado-Pastora, E. Salazara,
A. Gonzalez-Hernandez, 'Auras in mysticism and synaesthesia: a comparison', Consciousness and
cognition, 2012, 21(1), 258-268 http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.concog.2011.11.010
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COMMENTS

Forget the psychic healers, as a bioeffect researcher, I and my bioelectromagnetics colleagues have long studied
the induced 'aura’ of people due to mobile phones and other devices such as hand-held RADAR devices. These

are examples of induced electromagnetic fields due to EM devices. But there are also biogenic EM fields (fields

created within the body) that surround and permeate the body. Our cells for example are replicated by the e
action of these 'internal' electromagnetic fields. A small proportion of people are electrosensitive and magnetosensitive to electric
and magnetic fields. This is an ailment rather than an ability. People who are ( or claimto be) healers may have a sensitivity that is
not an ailment but a particular insight that many do not possess. Synaesthesia may perhaps be the basis of some of these
healers. But there is a simple explanation of these fields besides 'self-deception’; au contraire I suggest the authors should

investigate the recent progress in mathematical physics that has taken place over the past decade.

Using (the current versions of) quantum theory we have no ability to describe such auras. This is the 'atomic chemistry' known by
mainstream science. However there is now a mathematical formulation (self-field theory) that can indeed give us a quantitative

description of the fields between objects, similar to the reaction of the binding energy between atoms that we call molecules. This
is called 'photon chemistry' a level of description below current quantum formulations. These interactions are the basis of what the

article refers to as auras but which we can also refer to as 'biofields' or 'bodyfields'.

Tony Fleming Biophotonics Research Institute tfleming@unifiedphysics.com
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Tony, I wrote alongish response to this article but, me being me, I wanted to go over it “one more time”
before posting it but, as I was going to be away for a day or so, I left it for completion on my return.

However, I caught up with your commentwhile staying in Bournemouth, so thought Ishould respond.

Tama healer as well as having a strong science background, so, although the heavily biasedmaterialistic mainstreamers will
always disagree, I do know what I amtalking about. Even if your research shows things along the lines that you describe,
there is far more to “what is” than that into which you have, so far, delved.

“Using (the current versions of) quantumtheory we have no ability to describe such auras.”

On the contrary, a theory based on QCD seems to make sense to someone like me who is aware of such energy fields and

has a degree of understanding of quantum mechanics, even though it is not my specialist area. There are other
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