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Scientists at the University of Granada have found that drug-abusers have
difficulty in identifying negative emotions by their facial expression: wrath,
disgust, fear and sadness.

Further, regular abuse of alcohol, cannabis and cocaine usually affects abusers'
fluency and decision-making. Consuming cannabis and cocaine negatively
affects work memory and reasoning. Similarly, cocaine abuse is associated to
alterations in inhibition.

For the purpose of this study, researchers carried out a neuropsychological
evaluation out of a total of 123 polysubstance abusers and 67 no-drug users
with similar social and demographical variables (age and schooling).

The target population were individuals who consumed drugs as cocaine,
cannabis, heroin, alcohol, MDMA and methamphetamine, and who were enrolled
in two rehabilitation projects Proyecto Hombre and Cortijo Buenos Aires in the
province of Granada.

The main author of this research was Maria Jose Fernandez Serrano AA-
supervised by professors Miguel Perez GarcAa and Antonio Javier Verdejo
GarcAa- of the Department of Personality and Psychological Treatment and
Evaluation, University of Granada.

The study revealed that 70 percent of drug abusers presented some type of
neuropsychological deterioration, regardless the type of substance consumed.
Deterioration was registered in major degree in the working memory, and in
fluency, flexibility, planning, multitask ability and interference.

Fernandez Serrano thinks that the results obtained "should be employed to
develop political and social policies aimed at promoting adequate rehab
programs adapted to the neuropsychological profile of drug-abusers". (ANI)

All About: Washington, Department of Personality and Psychological Treatment, University
of Granada
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PRP's merger with Congress may benefit T...
20hrs 6mins ago IANS
Hyderabad: The merger of Telugu superstar K.
Chiranjeevi's Praja Rajyam Party (PRP) with the ruling
Congress in Andhra Pradesh has changed political
equations in the state that has been witnessing

SC hears petitions on decriminalisation ...
20hrs 26mins ago PTI
New Delhi: The Supreme Court will deliver its verdict on
the sensitive issue of legalisation and decriminalisation of
gay sex among consenting adults in private. The Apex
Court will hear several

Mubarak may not be able to step down soo...
20hrs 46mins ago PTI
Washington: US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has
said Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak might not be able,
to quit his post as early as being demanded by the
protesters as the transition process

Talks decision violates outfit's constit...
20hrs 56mins ago PTI
Guwahati: The division within the ULFA ranks has come
to the fore with the banned outfit's faction led by
‘Commander-in-Chief' Paresh Barua rejecting the
decision taken by some leaders to hold

Girls unsafe in Uttar Pradesh, say women...
21hrs 6mins ago IANS
New Delhi: The National Commission for Women (NCW)
Monday formed a committee to investigate the shocking
case of a Dalit minor who was brutally attacked for
resisting rape in Uttar Pradesh, a state
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