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Video games ‘do not affect kids’ academic 

performance’  
Submitted by Mohit Joshi on Fri, 03/12/2010 - 06:10 Featured  United States  

Washington, Mar 12 : Video games may not 

necessarily affect academic results of children, 

unlike most parents' perception, according to a 

new study. 

In fact, the new research claims that video games 

can have a very positive influence in the 

education of children, when used in moderation. 

Angeles Llorca Diez from the Department of 

Didactics of Musical, Plastic and Corporal 

Expression at the University of Granada, along 

with professors Dolores Alvarez Rodriguez 

(University of Granada) and Angeles Diez Sanchez (University of Salamanca) aimed to 

investigate whether attitudes of users toward video games, and how they use them, have a 

significant impact on cognitive variables, specifically in spatial intelligence, self-efficacy and 

academic performance, acknowledging the existence of structured security measures that 

protect the child. 

They analyzed a sample of 266 total participants aged between 11 and 16, together with their 

corresponding parents (fathers or mothers). All children were given a semi-structured interview, 

a survey of use and preferences in video games, two intelligence tests and an inventory of self-

efficacy. Parents filled out a survey on opinions, knowledge and attitudes toward video games. 

Results found that boys not only play more than girls, but they start earlier, an outcome that 

could be related to a clearly cultural influence. Also, it was observed that participants, as they 

play more often, they do it for longer periods of time, which in the opinion of Llorca Diez 

"confirms the concern of some researchers about the possibility that some video games are 

addicting". 

There are also gender differences not only in the use that young people make of video games, 

but also in what they demand of them. Thus, boys are more stringent than girls, and prefer 

realistic, challenging, impressive and competitive games. 

Regarding the variable of academic performance, the researcher points out that "it is not only 

affected by the use of video games, but also hours of study and self-efficacy perception have 

demonstrated predictors of school success." 

Angeles Llorca insists that video games can represent "a very useful pedagogical tool" to 

encourage self-efficacy, a variable that improves academic performance. (ANI) 

 

» Login  or register  to post comments  

Home

 

Research Reports 

Diabetes Patients Lowering Their BP and Cholesterol Do Not Reduce Heart Risks  

BA Psychology in Spain
Top University Degrees. Study 
Psychology in Spain  
www.ie.edu/university

University In Holland?
Make the most of your talents! 
Professional education in Amsterdam  
www.international.hva.nl

Cursos Técnicos Granada
Cursos Técnicos En Granada Cursos Con 
Prácticas y Bolsa Empleo  
www.MasterD.es/Cursos_Granada

Advanced Study at MIT
Continue your research studies in the MIT 
Advanced Study Program.  
advancedstudy.mit.edu

Similar entries 

Video game addicts’ traits 

similar to Asperger's syndrome 

patients  

Virtual gaming cannot replace 

real exercise: Fitness expert  

8pc of videogamers may be 

suffering symptoms of addiction  

Homework, video games, 

computers ruining kids’ eyes  

Video games may improve 

pupils’ creativity, corporate 

decision-making  

Too much screen time, no 

physical activity leads to 

childhood obesity  

Cutting TV, PC time could curb 

childhood obesity  

Active computer games are no 

alternative for real sports: Study  

Wii sports games can help 

reduce depression in seniors  

Learning immunology becomes 

fun with the ‘Immune Attack’ 

video game  

Health Studies 

Consumption Of Magnesium 

Rich Foods Can Cut Colon 

Cancer Risk In Men  

Chemical In Banana Prevents 

HIV Infection  

Mothers Pass On Joy, Misery To 

Their Unborn Kids: A Study  

New Discovery aids 

organogenesis  

Researchers feel Doctor-

pharmacist collaboration should 

be better in Canada  

more  

Latest Health News 

Kidney patients smile as 10 cr. 

robot operates  

4 babies succumb to death due 

to imprudent attitude  

Preity Zinta to spread AIDS 

awareness via IPL  

India saves an old patient  

New warning sign to come on 

cigarette packs  

more  

Poll 

Do you believe in Health 
Research reports?: 

 Yes! they are true  

 No, they seem fake  

 They contradict each 
other  

  

Tags in Diseases 

Vote

Search 

About TopNews 

Editor's Choice   

Print Edition Previews   

Contact Information   

Editorial Policy   

Privacy Policy   

Navigation 

Recent posts   

Feed aggregator   

Featured Stories 

Consumption Of Magnesium Rich 

Foods Can Cut Colon Cancer Risk 

In Men  

Vaginal Ring - A New Option For 

Indian Women To Control 

Pregnancy!  

Chemical In Banana Prevents HIV 

Infection  

Antidepressant Drugs Beneficial 

For Depressed Physically Ill 

Patients  

Mothers Pass On Joy, Misery To 

Their Unborn Kids: A Study  

more  

Pharmaceutical Sector 

Amylin Pharma & American 

Oriental Bioengineering Up  

Merck’s Betrixaban Depicts Greater 

Effectiveness than Warfarin  

Abbott Clip As Effective As Surgery 

to Repare Leaky Heart Valves  

Modest Reduction in Diabetes Risk 

With Novartis’ Diovan  

Canadian Firm Files Class-action 

Lawsuit Against Birth control Maker  

more  

Syndicate 

 

Search this site: 

 

    
Search

Página 1 de 5Video games ‘do not affect kids’ academic performance’ | TopNews

17/03/2010http://www.topnews.in/health/video-games-do-not-affect-kids-academic-performance...


