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The results obtained so far reveal that the dec isive

variable for the existence of a reversible or irreversible

brain damage is the baby's weight at birth, rather than the

time of gestation. According to experts, an early

stimulation of the individual 's central nerve system, from

birth unti l  his complete cognitive development at 16

years of age, in foetuses whose weight at birth is over

1,500 gr. or who are very premature, wil l  eventually reach

ideal cognitive levels. However, this stimulation must be

continued throughout the whole development of babies

whose weight is lower than 1,500 gr. so that they can get

a proper brain maturity.

As a complement to this projec t, Alemeria-based

researchers are developing an epidemiological study so

as to set the percentage of very premature children who

have brain damage against the total number of children

born under the same characteristics between 2000 and

2001.

This study is funded by Fundac ión para la Investigac ión

Biosanitaria de Andaluc ía Oriental-Alejandro Otero

(FIBAO, Alejandro Otero foundation for bio-health

research in eastern Andalusia). Moreover, in collaboration

with the University of Granada, experts are developing

another l ine of research whose aim is to determine the

existing relationship between visoperceptive ski l l  defic it

and the level of reasoning in very premature children.

In the near future, the team of researchers of the

University of Almeria wil l  be expanding their research and

inc luding new variables that may make a determining

brain difference in very premature babies, l ike for

example, the brain difference between babies born in

natural multiple births and those with arti fic ial

techniques, or the interac tion between pre-maturity and

bad nutrition.

Adapted from materials provided by Andalucía Innova, via

AlphaGali leo.
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