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Weight Determines Future Cognitive Development Of Children Born ;

Very Premature, Study Suggests

ScienceDaily (July 26, 2009) — Researchers of
the Department of Neuroscience and Health
Sciences of the University of Ameria and Hospital

Torrecardenas are carrying out an assessment of
the physical neuropsychological characteristics of

children born before 32 weeks' gestation or
whose weightis lower than 1500 grams (3 Ibs. 5
0z) -- verypremature.

The main aim of this project,
coordinated by M2 Dolores
Roldan Tapia, from the UAL, isto
accurately define the origin of
brain damage, so asto stimulate
the affected area early thus
causing the adequate cognitive
and motric development of the
individual.
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The most common differences
between premature babies and
those born after a nine-month

Reference _
e Premature birth pregnancy are mainly related to
e Brain damage visoperceptive skills, memory and
e Breech birth movement which eventually
e Infant translate into learning and spatial

orientation difficulties. That is

why the difficulties that these
children have in their cognitive performance and the
development of perceptual and executive functions are
being studied.

A population sample of 35 very premature children is
being taken for this project, together with the same
number of healthy children, all of them born between
2000 and 2001, with their parents' authorisation. Special
attention has been paid to the fact that both the children
and their parents have similar educational and social
levels, as the stimulation they get in the early stages of
their lives has a decisive influence in their later
development.

Tests carried out on a premature girl. (Credit:
Image courtesy of Andalucia Innova)
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Associated With Higher Risk Of Child Abuse
(Mar. 15, 2006) — Small birthweight and
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higher risk of child abuse and neglect, suggests
research in the Journal of Epidemiology and
Community ... > read more
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All Infant Deaths (Oct. 5, 2006) — Nearly twice
asmany babies died because they were born
premature than official government statistics
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> read more
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